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In the past twelve months, employment in the Wichita metropolitan area has grown by 0.8 percent.  In 
2017, Wichita total nonfarm employment is forecast to increase by 2,906 jobs, which implies an 
anticipated growth rate of 1 percent.  
 

• The production sectors are expected to contract by 0.1 percent in 2017.  The manufacturing 
sector is projected to be flat, while the natural resources and construction sector is forecasted 
to contract 0.2 percent, for a projected job loss of fewer than 100 jobs. 

• The trade, transportation and utilities sector is forecasted to add almost 500 jobs in 2017, 
growing 0.9 percent, after growing by over 600 jobs in 2016.   

• The service sectors are forecasted to be the fastest growing portion of the Wichita area 
economy, with 1.7 percent growth.  The professional and business services sector and the 
leisure and hospitality sector are projected to have the strongest growth in the services sector, 
both growing approximately 2.3 percent.  The education and health services sector is also 
expected to have above average growth, adding over 800 jobs.   

• Government employment is expected to increase slightly in 2017, adding approximately 100 
jobs.  Federal and state government employment is forecasted to decline slightly while local 
government employment grows. 
 

 

Wichita MSA Employment by Industry Summary* 

  2015 (a) 2016 (e) 2017 (f) 

2016-2017 
Level 

Change 

2016-2017 
Percent 
Change 

Total Nonfarm 296,031 298,645 301,551 2,906 1.0% 
Production Sectors 68,819 68,278 68,219 -58 -0.1% 
Trade, Transportation & Utilities 52,529 53,146 53,645 499 0.9% 
Service Sectors 134,336 137,071 139,401 2,331 1.7% 
Government 40,347 40,150 40,285 134 0.3% 
*Annual values are derived from average quarterly observations and projections.   
(a) actual (e) estimated  (f) forecasted  

 
 



CEDBR, Wichita State University, Campus Box #121, 1845 Fairmount St., Wichita, KS 67260-0121 
Telephone: (316) 978-3225   Fax: (316) 978-3950   www.cedbr.org 

 

 
 
Nationally, real GDP growth accelerated to 3.2 percent in the third quarter of 2016 after growing 1.4 
percent in the second quarter.  Personal consumption and private investment were the primary drivers 
of this growth.  National employment increased by 1.6 percent nationally in the last twelve months, 
while Kansas employment decreased 0.4 percent. 
 
The Center for Economic Development and Business Research can provide detailed industry, wage, 
retail, and other customized forecasts upon requests.  Contact Jeremy Hill at 316-213-3673 for costs and 
availability. 


