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In 2017, total non-farm employment in the Kansas City, MO-KS metropolitan area expanded by 1.3 
percent, an increase of 16,500 jobs.  In 2018, Kansas City employment is forecast to increase by 
approximately 14,000 jobs, growing 1.3 percent, with an expected growth range between 1.2 percent 
and 1.5 percent. This growth is projected to be slightly lower than the Kansas City area’s employment 
growth from 2010 to 2017, which averaged 1.7 percent annually. 
 
 

• The production sectors are projected to grow modestly in 2018, expanding 0.2 percent.  Natural 
resources and construction employment is forecast to grow by over 1,200 jobs, but this is 
expected to be largely offset by a decline of approximately 900 jobs in the manufacturing sector. 

• The trade, transportation and utilities sector is expected to increase by 0.4 percent, adding over 
2,500 jobs.  The job gains are projected to be shared by the wholesale trade sector and the 
transportation and utilities sector, while the retail trade sector is predicted to decline 0.2 
percent.  Taxable retail sales growth is expected to be modest, growing approximately 0.7 
percent after adjusting for inflation. 

• The service sectors are projected to grow by 1.7 percent in 2018, adding over 9,000 jobs.  
Service sector growth is expected to account for approximately two-thirds of total job growth in 
the metro area, despite only representing half of the total jobs in the area.   Service sector 
employment has grown faster than the overall average for the Kansas City area in five of the 
past seven years.  Growth in 2018 is expected to be primarily concentrated in the professional 
and business services sector, the financial activities sector, and the education and health 
services sector. 

• Government employment is forecast to grow 1 percent, adding over 1,400 jobs in 2018.  This 
growth is expected to be focused largely at the local level, while state and federal government 
are predicted to remain relatively flat. 
 
 

Nationally, real GDP grew 2.3 percent in 2017, which was primarily driven by increases in personal 
consumption expenditures and private investment.  National employment increased by 1.6 percent in 
2017. 
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Kansas City MSA Employment by Industry Summary* 

  2016 (a) 2017 (e) 2018 (f) 

2017-2018 
Level 

Change 

2017-2018 
Percent 
Change 

Total Nonfarm 1,066,044 1,082,594 1,096,217 13,623 1.3% 
Production Sectors 125,161 126,240 126,554 313 0.2% 
Trade, Transportation & Utilities 210,205 214,362 216,894 2,532 1.2% 
Service Sectors 583,069 592,186 601,501 9,315 1.6% 
Government 147,609 149,806 151,269 1,463 1.0% 
*Annual values are derived from average quarterly observations and projections.   
(a) actual (e) estimated  (f) forecasted 
Source: Wichita State University - CEDBR 

 

 
 
 
The Center for Economic Development and Business Research can provide detailed industry, wage, 
retail, and other customized forecasts upon request.  Contact Jeremy Hill at 316-213-3673 for costs and 
availability. 


