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Current Index
2023 Current Index

• Regionally, most counties are 
better off than in 2018 (the base 
year)

• Lyon County struggled to grow 
back to pre-2008 levels, but has 
been more resilient since 2022

• Employment remains down, but 
wages are strong

Y/Y Current Index Growth – 2022-23





Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise – Kansas ranks near the 
national median

• Healthy – Near Median 
• High obesity
• Low birthweights

• Wealthy – Near Median
• Low wealth polarization
• Lagging incomes

• Wise – Above Median
• Associate and Bachelor

Midwest Region
• Colorado and Nebraska lead
• Missouri and Oklahoma lag

State HWW Index Healthy Wealthy Wise
Colorado 1 2 1 1
Kansas 3 3 3 2
Missouri 4 4 4 4
Nebraska 2 3 2 2
Oklahoma 5 4 4 5

Neighboring State Ranks
Rank Value

4 35.8%
2 7.2%
3 2.7%
2 0.46                             
4 $69,747
3 11.6%
2 31.4%
2 21.7%
3 13.0%

Obesity Rate

Kansas Healthy-Wealthy-Wise Index 2024

Wise

Preventable Hospitalization Rate
Low Birthweight RateHealthy

Wealthy
Gini Coefficient
Median Household Income
Poverty Rate
Associate Degrees
Bachelor Degrees
Advanced Degrees



Lyon County ranked below the median in household 
conditions

• The southeast region faces widespread 
struggles in household conditions

• Lyon County fares better than more 
than half the region

• Strong regional labor force 
interconnection

• Healthy: Below Median

• Wealthy: Below Median

• Wise: Below Median

County
 Healthy-

Wealthy-Wise 
Index 

 Healthy  Wealthy  Wise 

Allen 5                             5               3               3               
Anderson 3                             3               2               5               
Bourbon 4                             4               3               3               
Chase 4                             1               4               4               
Chautauqua 5                             4               5               5               
Cherokee 4                             2               3               4               
Coffey 1                             1               1               2               
Crawford 3                             3               5               1               
Elk 5                             4               5               5               
Greenwood 5                             4               5               4               
Labette 4                             4               4               3               
Linn 5                             5               4               4               
Lyon 4                             4               4               4               
Montgomery 5                             5               5               4               
Neosho 5                             5               4               2               
Wilson 5                             4               5               4               
Woodson 3                             1               4               4               

Healthy-Wealthy-Wise 2024





Household health impacts the economy in many ways



Healthy – Lyon ranks below the state median

2018 2022 Growth

Kansas 7.0% 7.2% 0.2%

Lyon 7.0% 7.8% 0.8%

2018 2022 Growth

Kansas 32.4% 35.8% 3.4%

Lyon 37.4% 40.0% 2.6%

2018 2022 Growth

Kansas 5.1% 2.7% -2.4%

Lyon 5.2% 1.9% -3.3%





Upward mobility promotes a strong community, key 
for an economy to flourish 



Wealthy – Lyon County ranks below the median

2018 2022 Growth

Kansas 0.458 0.458 -0.1%

Lyon 0.475 0.434 -8.6%

2018 2022 Growth

Kansas $  57,422 $  69,747 21.5%

Lyon $  44,191 $  56,415 27.7%

2018 2022 Growth

Kansas 12.4% 11.6% -0.8%

Lyon 18.6% 16.2% -2.4%





Educational Attainment Drives…
Increased Productivity,  Innovation, and Resilience

Attraction of Higher-Paying Jobs and Industries

Higher Incomes and Wages

Reduced Unemployment and Underemployment

Reduced Poverty and Inequality

Increased Local Spending and Economic Activity



Wise – Declining overall education, 
but growth in advanced degrees

2018 2022 Growth

Kansas 31.8% 31.4% -0.4%

Lyon 30.1% 28.9% -1.2%

2018 2022 Growth

Kansas 20.8% 21.7% 0.9%

Lyon 17.2% 15.4% -1.8%

2018 2022 Growth

Kansas 12.1% 13.0% 0.9%

Lyon 10.2% 11.3% 1.1%

Total Education 2018 2022 Growth

Kansas 64.7% 66.1% 1.4%

Lyon 57.5% 55.6% -1.9%
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